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the efficiency they must be increased. Gifts for these schools tfor the 
payment of current .expenses while the war continues would therefore 
seem to be entirely legitimate and proper, certainly as legitimate and 
proper as appropriations of public funds for the support of institutions- 
under public control. 

It is also altogether probable that money solicited and given for 
this purpose will, after doing its part toward preparing young men and 
women for the service of their country, find its way to the more direct 
and apparent service of loans in the shape of liberty bonds or war certifi- 
cates or payment of taxes. Even money added to college endowments 
at this time need not be withdrawn from circulation and locked up in 
safety vaults. It will, on the other hand, usually be placed to the credit 
Of the college, probably in the form of United States bonds, and then go 
on its way for repeated service. 

It is only when money is used in such way as to result in the with- 
drawal of the time, energy and labor of men and Women from the satis- 
fying of immediate needs that its use detracts from the winning of the 
war, which must for the present have'precedence over all else. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) P. P. CLAXTON. 



CO-OPERATIVE PURCHASING 

The investigations in this field are still in progress and the Com- 
mittee hopes to make a report of value before long. The Association 
of American Colleges endorsed the plan and the Committee is now work- 
ing under the joint auspices of the Council and the Association. 

Already the work of the Committee is bearing fruit. College presi- 
dents and purchasing agents are writing in for information and sugges- 
tions, and the Committee is offering free consulting services. If you 
have a problem send in for suggestions. If the Committee can not supply 
information immediately with regard to your problem they can probably 
secure the information from the Purchasing Agents' Association of Chi- 
cago, of which Mr. Dinsmore and Mr. Hotton are members. 

The coal situation of course is acute and the food situation is under- 
dose government supervision, but there are numerous fields in which 
the Committee can serve your interests even during war time. 

It has been suggested that during the summer a convention of Pur- 
chasing Agents be called, probably in July, at Lake Geneva, at which 
specific subjects would be presented, and a general exchange of ideas 
would be possible. Various phases of college purchasing would be 
presented by an expert in each line, and out of these discussions and 



the supplementary report which the committee might make, a system of 
co-operative activity might develop from within by the process of evolu- 
tion. A number of matters of great importance are now under consider- 
ation with reference to this work, announcement concerning which will 
be made in due course of time. Meantime, if your Purchasing Agent has 
not yet sent in the material the Committee has asked for please remind 
him of the importance of doing so at once. 



PERSONAL ITEMS 

It is an interesting fact that Secretary Baker and Senator Cham- 
berlain are both graduates of the same university — Washington and Lee. 

President Pierce of Kenyon College, Ohio, has just been summoned 
on Red Cross service and is sailing for France. 

President Blaisdell and wife are now in Japan. Dr. Blaisdell is on 
a tour of inspection of Japanese colleges. 

Watch for photographs of the college military activities in the April 
number of Scribner's Magazine. 

One of the greatest pieces of co-operative publicity yet attempted 
is now being carried on in "The Continent" by the Presbyterian Colleges 
U. S. A. under the leadership of the College Board. 

Under the leadership of its new president, Melvin A. Brannon, 
Beloit College is changing from the semester plan to a trimester plan 
including summer work. This will make it possible for students to 
graduate in three years. 

President P. M. Campbell, of the University of Oregon, is in Wash- 
ington as a representative of the Emergency Council in Education. 

President James Scherer, of Throop College, California, has been 
granted leave of absence to serve in Washington as a member of the 
Council of National Defense. 

Through the courtesy of President Hughes, we are able to offer free 
to each subscriber of the bulletin a copy of the pamphlet embodying 
elaborate charts on the entire organization of Miami University with 
its subsidiary organizations analyzed in great detail. These charts were 
exhibited at the annual meeting of the Association of American Colleges 
and created much favorable comment. It has long been the practice of 
large business houses, municipalities, etc. to chart their lines of activity 
and effort in graphic form and this is an excellent application on the 
idea of college organizations. Please send three cents in stamps with 
your request for the pamphlet. 



